April 4/5, 2009
“And So It Begins...”
Revelation 8:6-11:19 - Pastor Mark Burch

Revelation 8:2 “And | saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were
given seven trumpets.”

SERMON NOTES:

Natural disasters...demonic forces...the constant witness of the Spirit of God are call-
ing to humanity...”Turn to Jesus!” Some will respond in repentance — others will
harden their hearts...

How about you?

Home Group Discussion Questions

History (Making it Personal)

1. We're getting into the “meat” of this text and the interpretation gets difficult.
Talk about what your personal influences and perspectives have been on the
book of Revelation. Look over the four schools of interpretation on the back
page — do you know where you fit?

2. How did you celebrate the Passion Week as a kid? What did Good Friday
and Easter mean to you? When did the real significance of these events begin
to sink in? How will you mark Good Friday and Easter THIS YEAR?

3. What Jesus Christ began in His death, burial & resurrection was nothing short
of revolutionary. The kingdom He promised in His teaching was launched...its
just a matter of time. Talk about the trumpet blasts of warning. What do you
think God uses today to alert people to His impending judgment?

Digging Deeper (Looking to the Bible)

4. Read Revelation 8:1-20

5. Read the following passages and talk about the significance of the trumpet
blast in the OT. Joel 2:15; Numbers 10:1-7; Isaiah 58:1-3; Joshua 6:2-5; Ezekiel
33:1-6.

6. With this background in mind — what do you think the purpose of the trumpet
blasts in Revelation 8-11 are?

7. There are 3 divisions of judgment described: The first 4 trumpets talk of
natural catastrophes, the 5" & 6" speak of demonic or spiritual forces of evil, and
the 7" the angel praise for the King! Do you see hear these “trumpets” today?

8. Talk about Revelation 8:4 — what comfort does this give us? What challenge
does it leave us? Think of the Egyptian plagues and how Israel was spared and
what it must have been like to watch these things take place around you.

9. Read Revelation 8:20. How do you respond? What challenge and hope do
we have in maintaining our witness if the world will just respond with further ha-
tred? How can we endure? Nike?

10. Revelation 11 talks of the witnesses to the power of God and how the world
may think they have killed them — but they rise again. Talk of historical settings
where the church of Jesus was “eradicated” only to rise again in power! Read
Ezekiel's vision in Ezekiel 37 and talk about the dry bones of evangelical life to-
day! Is there hope for a rebirth of the church in our post-Christian culture?

Taking It Home (Application)

11. This is an admittedly difficult text. Spend time in prayer as we head into the
Passion Week — that you would be impacted and filled with vision for what Jesus
began during His life here on earth! Pray for the many guests who will attend
services on Easter!



As we get further into our study of Revelation, particularly into the visions of chap-
ters 4-19, we will be challenged in our understanding and interpretation. In
looking at this book, there have been four major theories of interpretation. The
following is a brief overview of each of these interpretive views. Google it!

The Historic Pre-millennial View

This is one of the oldest interpretive models and basically says that the book
of Revelation relates to the various persecutions and hardships the people of God
will face before the return of Christ. In His 2" coming, Christ will destroy the
power of the Anti-Christ and usher in a literal 1,000 year period of peaceful rule.
At the end of this time, there will be the great white throne judgment, and the new
heavens and new earth are ushered in.

The Amillennial View

This view is also a very old view, dating to the early centuries in the church,
and has been the majority view throughout the course of church history. This
view does not see a literal 1,000 year reign of Christ (thus its name!) but sees the
millennium being fulfilled in a spiritual fashion through the ministry of the church
as we seek to usher in God’s kingdom here on earth. This view looks forward to
the return of Christ, when all people will be raised from the dead, stand before the
judgment seat, and the new heavens & earth are ushered in.

The Dispensational Pre-millennial View

This is the “youngest” of the interpretive views which has been popularized in
the past 150 years. This view sees chapters 1-3 as dealing with the church age
followed by the “rapture” or removal of the church from earth. Chapters 4-19 are
seen as being written about the nation of Israel during the 7 year “tribulation.” This
tribulation ends with a great battle at Armageddon when Christ returns with the
raptured Church and establishes a literal 1,000 year reign. This “dispensation”
ends with Satan’s final rebellion & judgment, the great white throne judgment, and
the ushering in of the new heavens and earth.

The Postmillennial View

This view is a “young” view as well — dating back 2-300 years. It held that
through the preaching of the gospel the world would gradually be won to Christ.
The milliennium is fulfilled through the church and the preaching of the gospel.
Righteousness and justice prevail and the great commission is fulfilled. After the
world has been prepared in this way, Christ will return in glory.

(This “brief” is from Encountering the New Testament — Elwell & Yarbrough)
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What we need to understand is that devout Christians have held all of these views
and several more! What is tragic is when the return of Christ becomes such a
controversy that godly people separate from one another. The important fact that
ALL these views agree with is this — Jesus is coming again!
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